
First-generation College Students
D E M O G R A P H I C  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  A N D  P O S T S E C O N D A R Y  E N R O L L M E N T

The percentage of 
undergraduates who were 
first‑generation college
students depends on the
definition. As of academic 
year 2015–16:

24% 56% 59% 
had parents with  
no postsecondary  
education.

had parents who did not have 
a bachelor’s degree. The fact 
sheet uses this definition of 
first-generation student.

of students whose parents did not 
have a bachelor’s degree were also 
the first sibling in their family to 
go to college. 

First-generation college student is defined as an undergraduate whose parents do not have a bachelor’s or higher degree. 
Continuing-generation college student is defined as an undergraduate who has at least one parent with a bachelor’s or higher 
degree. Data source is U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2015–16 National Postsecondary 
Student Aid Study (NPSAS:16). NPSAS:16 was released in 2018 and is the most recent iteration of NPSAS. Total number of 
study members is 89,000. Weighted sample size (population size) is 19.5 million. Fact sheet produced by RTI International.

MEDIAN PARENTAL INCOME AMONG DEPENDENT STUDENTS

   $41,000 for first-generation students  $90,000 for continuing-generation students

PERCENTAGE WHO WERE AGE 30 OR ABOVE

   28%  of first-generation students  16% of continuing-generation students 

 % Continuing-Generation 
College Student Age 30  
or Above

 16% 

  Private for-profit 2-year

  Private for-profit 4-year

  Private nonprofit 2-year

  Private nonprofit 4-year

  Public 2-year

  Public 4-year 47%
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Percentage of Undergraduates Who Were First-generation, 
by Sector
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First-Generation College Student Continuing-Generation College Student

  Asian/Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander-serving

  Non-minority-serving

Historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs)

  Black/African American-serving, non-HBCU

  Hispanic/Latinx/a/o-serving

  American Indian/Alaska Native-serving
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Percentage of Undergraduates Who Were First-generation, by Type of 
Minority-Serving Institution
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